
First (Park) Congregational Church
United Church of Christ

May 22, 2022

 “Preparing For a New Beginning:
The Job Description of a Leader”



Order of Worship for May 22, 2022
Gathering and Centering - 10:15am

Announcements - 10:25am
Sanctuary Worship - 10:30am

Gathering Music Phyllis Ann Miner, piano

Welcome and Announcements Rev. Dr. Riley Jensen

Prelude Steven B. Smith, organ
Adoration

Florence B. Price (1887-1953)

Florence Price (1887-1953) was an African-American classical composer, pianist 
and organist.  Price was educated at the New England Conservatory of Music 
and was active in Chicago from 1927 until her death.  Price is the first African-

American woman to have a composition played by a major orchestra.
Price composed over 300 works which included four symphonies.

+ Call to Worship Reading Responsively
Dr. Craig VanderMaas, liturgist

One: May Your way may be known upon earth,
All: Your saving power among all nations.
One: Let the peoples praise you, O God;
All: let all the peoples praise You.
One: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
All: for You judge the peoples with equity and guide the  
  nations upon earth. 
One: Let the peoples praise you, O God;
All: let all the peoples praise You.

(Psalm 67:2-5)

+ Hymn of Praise - No. 318 In Christ There is No East or West
Tune: St. PETER
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+ Opening Prayer    Reading in Unison
Dr. Craig VanderMaas, liturgist

Come, Holy Spirit. Overwhelm us and fulfill us, inspire us 
and guide us in Your ways of love, justice, and mercy. Renew 
our hearts, open our minds, reenergize our spirits to seek 
and find You around us and to know You are within us. 
War, mass shootings and other terrible news of the world 
continues to discourage, but You lift us up on the wings 
of eagles. Your Holy Spirit catches us at the first breath of 
dawn and does not let us go. Help us when we feel stagnant 
and stuck in despair, drowning in the losses of this world. 
Breathe new life in us and remind us that You are the One 
who truly makes all things new. Amen.

+ The Chimes

The Chimes give us an opportunity to center ourselves as we stand in 
silence and prepare our eyes, ears, hearts and minds to receive the message 

God has for us.

The Blessing of the Children Reading Responsively
Rev. Dr. Riley Jenssen

Children and youth are dismissed for Worship Center and Sunday School 
Classes. First time visitors: we invite you to go with your children to see 
their classrooms and to meet their teachers. Then come back and join us 

for worship! 

One:  People of God, what is your prayer for these children?
Congregation: May the Lord be with you and may the Word  
   of the Lord grow in your hearts.
All: Thanks be to God! 
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Solo   Riley Wells, mezzo-soprano
Be Thou My Vision

Arr. Bob Chilcott 

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,
Be all else but naught to me, save that thou art;

Be thou my best thought in the day and the night,
Both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word;
Be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord;

Thou art my creator, and I thy true child;
Be thou in me dwelling , and I with thee one.

Be thou and thou only the first in my heart;
O sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art; 

Great heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all.

The Prayers of the People / Our Savior’s Prayer  Rev. Dr. Riley Jensen

concluding, the congregation prays in unison:
...Our Father/Mother/God, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever. Amen.

Scripture Lesson I Corinthians 3:4-9; 21-4:5
Greggory Hampshire, liturgist

One:  The Word of God for the People of God...
All:  Thanks be to God.
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+ Congregational Response    Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father (Creator), 
and to the Son (Christ) and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. 
World without end.  Amen, amen.

The Sermon  Rev. Dr. Riley Jensen

 “Preparing for a New Beginning:
The Job Description of a Leader”

Organ Meditation   Steven B. Smith, organ
Be Thou My Vision
Setting by Dale Wood

Invitation to the Offering Dr. Craig VanderMaas

Offertory Music   Riley Wells, mezzo-soprano
Give to My Eyes, Lord

Ronald Corp

Give to my eyes, Lord, the blessing of seeing your face
in all around me, the light of your glorious grace. 

Help me to see the needs of your people and be ready to go,
Lord, wherever your Spirit leads me. 

Give to my hands, Lord, the blessing of doing your will,
bringing your touch where it’s needed to soothe every ill.

Help me to heal the pain of your people and be ready to serve,
Lord, wherever your spirit leads me. 

Give to my feet the blessing of walking your way,
going wherever you lead me throughout the whole day. 

Show me the paths that lead where your people need me;
mine your own footsteps, wherever you lead me. 

(continued...)
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Give to my mouth the courage to speak of your Cross,
boldly proclaiming your death was a gain not a loss.

That through your blood, true justice and mercy may be:
building your Kingdom, wherever your Spirit leads me. 

Give to my heart the grace to rejoice in your love,
showing forgiveness and mercy and grace from above. 
That by your Word I’ll share in the joys you give free,
help me to go, Lord, wherever your Spirit leads me. 

Jesus, Lord, take me, I offer my whole life to you
and by my service I’ll show that I’m faithful and true. 
Help me to live and praise you, please Lord set me free
that you may use me, wherever your Spirit needs me.

+ Doxology - No. 606 Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow
Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him (God) all creatures here below;
Praise him (God) above ye heavenly hosts;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
(Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost).  Amen.

+ Prayer of Dedication    Reading in Unison
Dr. Craig VanderMaas, liturgist

God, you are one. One God manifest in many different ways. 
God, we are one. One family made of many different people. 
We offer our gifts today as one – many different gifts of time, 
abilities, and finances. We pray you bless all the different 
givers and receivers with your one, perfect, love. Amen!

+ Closing Hymn - No. 295         Go To the World
Tune: SINE NOMINE
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+ Our Common Commission Rev. Dr. Riley Jensen

Let us now go forth into the world in peace; being of good 
courage; holding fast to that which is good; rendering to no 
one evil for evil; strengthening the faint hearted; supporting 
the weak; helping the afflicted; honoring all people; loving and 
serving the Lord and rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The service of worship concludes with Our Common Commission.
If you are leaving the Sanctuary during the Postlude,

please be respectful of the musician and those who are listening.

Recessional Steven B. Smith, organ
Postlude on “Coronation”

Arr. Ryan Meyer

The bulletin cover art for Eastertide is a detail of  Anastasis,
a needlepoint tapestry created by the Park Church Banner Committee 

to commemorate the rebuilding of Park Church following the 
1988 Sanctuary fire. The word Anastasis is from the Greek meaning 

resurrection. The tapestry hangs at the top of the south stairs.
A brochure is available in the rack nearby.
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Thank you for joining us this morning!

We’d like to know that you were here, answer any questions you 
have, and support you in prayer. Please fill out the card in your 

bulletin and place it in the plate during the offering.

Annual Meeting
(Today) Sunday, May 22, 2022

The Park Church Annual Meeting will be held on May 22, 2022 at 
11:30am. The meeting will be held in-person in the sanctuary following 

the worship service with a virtual option using Zoom for those who 
cannot be present. 

Pet Sunday (Today)
Join us in Spindler Dining Room after the Annual Meeting for coffee 
fellowship and our festive celebration of our pets! You can purchase 

snacks, drop off your donations for local shelters and browse the photo 
display of Park Church pets. We will hold a drawing for a Jason King 

original hand painted ornament.

Our virtual services are all available to watch on our website:
www.parkchurchgr.org.

Save the Date:  Sunday June 5 after worship

Rev. Dr. Riley Jensen has served as the Interim Minister of Preaching at 
Park Church for 23 months. Our collaboration and Riley’s presence in 
our worship services has given us much to celebrate. He has been with 

us when we could not be with each other, and he has remained steadfast 
as we have begun to regroup and rebuild.

While there is great joy in our future, we are sad to see Riley go. His 
final service in his role as Interim Minister of Preaching will be June 5. 
We hope you can join us for this special Pentecost service and to help 
us thank Riley and Pam with a reception and coffee in Merriam Hall 

following the service.
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Joys and Concerns

We grieve with incoming Senior Minister Darryl Kistler and his 
family. Darryl’s father, Roger Kistler, suffered a heart attack and passed 
away on Saturday, May 7 in Texas. Services will be held on Thursday, 
June 16 at 10:00 AM (CST) in the Wildwood Chapel at Restland 
Cemetery in Dallas. You may send your condolences to the Park Church 
office to be shared with Darryl and Tammie in due course. 10 East Park 
Place NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503. 

Keep Dave and Gloria Haebich in your prayers. Dave suffered a fall 
recently and sustained a painful broken humerus. He is undergoing 
rehabilitation in assisted living at Beacon Hill. You can send your 
support and good wishes to Dave and Gloria at 1919 Boston St SE Apt. 
C007, Grand Rapids, MI 49506.

Keep Evelyn Huyser in your prayers as she undergoes cancer 
treatments. Cards of support can be sent to 1510 Lancashire Dr.
Grand Rapids 49508.

Please remember those serving in the military including: Joe 
Birkhold, Jesse Campbell, Kit Grant, Kyle Kutsche, Andy MacGregor, 
Stefan Pawelka, and Matthew Quick.

The Sanctuary Flowers

The flowers on the Altar are in
loving memory of Ross Dannison.

Given by his family.

The flowers on the Children’s Altar are
in honor of all the children.

Given by Kathy Miller.

If you would like to mark an occasion by dedicating Altar flowers,
please contact Marcia Streeter (mabiti1@gmail.com).



Serving With You Today

Ushers: Bob Smith, Cindy Dexter, Chuck Dietiker, Harlan Wilson
Greeters: Marcia and Bill Streeter
Parking Lot Greeter: Ben Lundquist
Sound: Sam Johnson
Video: Bruce Robey
Flower Care: Kathy Miller
Grounds Crew: Kris Tuszynski
Nursery: Marcia Bishop, Ruth Davis
Little Lambs: Sarah Kugler
Pre-K and K: Lori Riegling, Anna Hickman
Grade 1: Laura Tay
Grades 2 and 3: Laura Barnum
Grades 4 and 5: Kelly Kroft and Ben Kroft

Children’s Worship Center: Families with infants and toddlers can 
proceed directly to the nursery and “Little Lambs” classroom on the 
first floor. If you aren’t sure which room is right for your child, our staff 
and volunteers can help you. Students in Pre-K - 5th grade sit with their 
families in the worship service. After the Children’s Blessing, they go 
with Miss Gloria to the Worship Center classes on the lower level.

Middle School and High School classes are on summer break.
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Upcoming Sundays

Sun. May 22 - Sanctuary Worship - Annual Meeting/Pet Sunday
 Rev. Dr. Riley Jensen, interim preaching minister

 We are also celebrating our pets today! We are selling people treats  
 and collecting donated supplies in support of no-kill shelters. Please  
 refer to this Amazon wish list for suggested donations: https:// 
 tinyurl.com/yd5h578p

This is the last week for Childrens Worship Center. Summer childcare 
will be available for infants through 5 years old starting May 29.

Thurs. May 26 - at 6:00pm - free chair yoga in Merriam Hall

Sun. May 29 - Sanctuary Worship
 Rev. Dr. Riley Jensen, interim preaching minister

Thurs. June 2 at 6:00pm - free chair yoga in Merriam Hall

Sun. June 5 - Sanctuary Worship - Pentecost/Baptism/Farewell
 Rev. Dr. Riley Jensen, interim preaching minister

Riley will be preaching as our Interim Preaching Minister for the final 
time on June 5. We will celebrate him on his way this week and thank 
him mightily for his many months of service.

This service includes 5 (FIVE!) baptisms!

Tues. June 7 at 6:30pm - Board of Deacons meeting

Wed. June 8 at 10:00am - Park Church Women Board meeting (offsite)

Thurs. June 9 at 6:00pm - free chair yoga in Merriam Hall

Sun. June 12 - Sanctuary Worship - Communion Sunday
 Rev. Dennis Wilcox, guest minister

Tues. June 14 at 6:00pm - Board of Trustees meeting

Thurs. June 16 at 6:00pm - free chair yoga in Merriam Hall
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10 E Park Pl NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616-459-3203 / office@parkchurchgr.org / www.parkchurchgr.org
www.facebook.com/parkchurchgr

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday from 9:00 - 4:00

The wifi password is parkchurchguest.

An Open and Affirming Congregation

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here.

Statement of Welcome and Inclusion

As Jesus demonstrated by his life and teachings, we fully value 
and welcome all people into the life of Park Church, regardless of 
beliefs or doubts, age, color, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

physical, mental, or emotional ability, or economic status. In fact, 
we value and celebrate the rich diversity of all God’s creation.

Our Vision

To build a community of relentless compassion
and courageous hope where all are seen and known, and

the God of extravagant love is revealed.

������������
�����������������������
��
	
����������������
��
	

������������ ����������������

�����������  ��
CreativeLine

PANTONE COLORS
PMS 5777 C (green)
PMS 646 C (blue)
PMS 124 C (Yellow Gold)
PMS 7516 C (Rust)

VERTICAL FORMAT

HORIZONTAL FORMAT 1

HORIZONTAL FORMAT 2

SMALL VERTICAL FORMAT SMALL HORIZONTAL FORMAT

SIDE STACK FORMAT
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